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MINISTER APPEALS TO STAKEHOLDERS
IN AGRICULTURE TO STRATEGISE ON
INVESTMENT PLAN

D

ear readers, We are delighted
to introduce the second
issue of Titukuke ndi ASWAp
magazine. ASWAp-SPII is geared
towards transforming the farming
communities across the country
through several interventions. This
magazine captures various news and
success stories to keep you informed
and updated on such interventions.

CHITEDZE SCIENTISTS EMBARK ON A
STUDY TO VALIDATE AREA SPECIFIC
FERTILIZER APPLICATION
PUT FARMER INTEREST ABOVE
EVERYTHING -Agriculture Officers
Challenged

In this issue, the Minister appeals
to stakeholders in agriculture to
strategize on investment plan. You
will also have the opportunity to
know how ASWAp-SPII has helped
resurrect businesses to life in Misuku
hills. More interestingly, ASWApSPII drills agricultural scribes in
documenting success stories. You
will find all these among others
as you take your time to read the
magazine.

ASWAp-SPII DRILLS AGRICULTURAL
SCRIBES IN DOCUMENTING SUCCESS
STORIES
ASWAP ROAD RESURRECTS BUSINESSES
TO LIFE IN MISUKU HILLS
AFFORESTATION RENEWING HOPES
AMONG MZIMBA FARMERS
PHALOMBE FARMERS EMBRACE
CONSERVATION AGRICULTURE
ASWAp-SPII ON THE ROAD TO RESTORE
THYOLO’S LOST GEM
GOOD HEALTH – A KEY TO
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY
ZOMBA FARMERS HAIL PICS BAGS

Editor’s Note

Remember to follow Titukuke
ndi ASWAp programs on MBC
Radio and MBC TV. You can also
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.

Enjoy your
reading!

twitter: @AswapSpii

Watch “TITUKUKE NDI ASWAp” on MBC TV every Monday
from 18:15 hours and every Thursday from 13:00 hours

Instagram: aswapsp2

Listen to “TITUKUKE NDI ASWAp” on MBC Radio 1 every
Thursday from 11:30 hours and every Friday from 15:15 hours

Facebook:

Agriculture Sector Wide
Approach-Support Project

Read “TITUKUKE NDI ASWAp” Quarterly Magazine

Minister appeals to stakeholders
in Agriculture to strategise on
investment plan

Participants to the Annual Agriculture Join Sector Review meeting

By Joseph Chimbuto

S

takeholders in the
Agriculture Sector have been
urged to align their respective
interventions to the Ministry’s
investment frameworkNational Agriculture Investment
Plan (NAIP).
Agriculture, Irrigation and
Water Development Minister,
Kondwani Nankhumwa made
the call during the 2017-2018
Annual Agriculture Joint Sector
Review Meeting in Lilongwe in
July.
“I request all stakeholders
in the sector to ensure that
2

our strategic frameworks
are adjusted to reflect the
aspirations and priorities set
out in the NAIP,” he said,
adding, his Ministry is leading
by example.
“As a Ministry, we have now
fully aligned our plans and
budgets to the NAIP as you will
note in our 2019/2020 Work
Plans and Budget.
The Minister further appealed
to the stakeholders to commit
themselves to the cause of
NAIP by being signatories to
the coordinating instruments of
the plan.
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“The Ministry has further
developed a Code of
Conduct and Memorandum
of Understanding to guide
coordination, alignment and
harmonisation of efforts to
implement the NAIP. We are
therefore expecting that all the
relevant partners in the sector
will sign these instruments.”
Participants to the function
reviewed and reflected on the
Agriculture Sector Performance
Report. The report which
contains a thorough analysis
of the status of performance in

As a
Ministry, we
have now
fully aligned
our plans
and budgets
to the NAIP
as you will
note in our
2019/2020
Work Plans
and Budget

”

Hon. Kondwani Nankhumwa speaking during the Annual Agriculture
Joint Sector Review Meeting

the sector for 2017/2018 is a
product of a collaborative and
participatory exercise across the
stakeholders.
Speaking before the
Minister was the Secretary
for Agriculture, Irrigation and
Water Development, Grey
Nyandule-Phiri.
Nyandule-Phiri asked the
delegates to engage in an open
and objective dialogue on
issues and proposals carried in
the report to ensure the sector
moves forward.
“I, therefore, wish to implore
upon each one of us to take
a critical look at this report
and give it a fair and unbiased
assessment regardless of which
role we played in this process.
“In this way, we are going
to improve the subsequent
processes and move towards
the successful attainment
of the envisaged agriculture
transformation.”
The Joint Sector Review
meetings known as JSR
provide a platform to assess
the performance and results
3

of the agriculture sector and
organisations in Agriculture,
in turn, assist the government
Malawi Confederation of
in setting sector policy and
Chambers of Commerce and
priorities.
Industry (MCCCI), Famers Union
These annual
agricultural
policy and
implementation
summits are
aimed at
assessing how
well state and
non-state
stakeholders
implemented
pledges and
commitments
stipulated
in the
Comprehensive
African
Agriculture
Development
Grey Nyandule-Phiri, Secretary for Agriculture,
Irrigation and Water Development
Programme
(CAADP)
compacts, NAIP and related
of Malawi (FUM) and the donor
cooperation agreements in the
community.
sector.
This year’s JSR was themed
This year’s JSR drew together
“Towards sustained action
both state and non-state
to achieve results- key for
actors in the sector that among mutual accountability and joint
others include the civil society
learning”.
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By Joseph Chimbuto

CHITEDZE SCIENTISTS EMBARK ON A STUDY TO
VALIDATE AREA SPECIFIC FERTILIZER APPLICATION

R

Exhibition of area specific fertilizer at Chitedze

esearchers at Chitedze
Research Station have
observed that farmers in
Malawian communities often do
not consider the different types of
soil in the country and therefore
use the same kind fertilizer for all
soil types which has played a role
in the low harvest yields.
Dr. Moses Munthali, a research
expert at Chitedze Research
Station says the use of fertilizer
associated with the type of soil
and nutrients needed by the soil
is the only way that can result in
bumper yields.
“The fertilizer being used now
is not associated with the type
of soil in our farms. Farmers are
using the same type of fertilizer as
if the whole country has one type
of soil. This has resulted in some
fertilizer not performing its expected
purpose. In other areas, the fertilizer
does not meet the needed nutrients
in the soil,” said Munthali.
He gave examples saying; crops
4

require sixteen (16) types of
nutrients. However, farmers have
been using 23:21:0+4S fertilizer
which reflects that the crops
have been getting just three
types of the nutrients. As such,
farmers need to make sure that
the fertilizer they are using is
associated with the type of soil in
their area. Currently, Soil experts
are working to ensure that each
soil type has its own fertilizer type.
“After we conducted research
on soils in Malawi, we found out
that in a lot
of areas the
soil has been
degraded and
some nutrients
are in less
amount. For
example, zinc,
phosphorous,
and boron have
been depleted
a lot in the soils
of many parts
A pilot field
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of the country. As such, we want to
produce fertilizer that is associated
with such areas in line with the
depleted nutrients” said Munthali.
“The fertilizer we have been
using has been yielding better
results in other areas unlike in
other areas,” he added.
Currently, the piloting of this
fertilizer is showing positive results
and promising high yields at
Chitedze Research Station.

at Chitedze Research Station

“As of now examination of the
crops is still in progress until
we harvest because we want to
determine the impact the fertilizer
will bring. Some of the factors we
are considering are the amount of
nutrients needed by humans and
animals that the yields will have
after the use of the fertilizer,” said
Munthali.
To improve nutrient content in
soil, experts are experimenting
on strip cropping where maize
and legumes like velvet beans are
grown together, so far positive
results have been realized by
farmers around the Lisasadzi EPA
area in Kasungu.
The successful implementation
of this experiment will see to an
improvement for the Agriculture
sector in Malawi, bumper yields
and reduced financial burden for
farmers with soil type specific
fertilizer as well as healthier
produce for consumption.

Dr. Munthali elaborating on strip cropping involving maize and
crops that provide nutrients to the soil

The ASWAp-SP II project pumped
in a lot of funds for the soil experts
to conduct researches that aim
at finding out good methods of

farming that can help in improving
the soil so as to fight against soil
degradation.

PUT FARMER INTEREST ABOVE EVERYTHING
-Agriculture Officers Challenged
By Joseph Chimbuto

At the end of every
year, we should ask
ourselves ‘what is it
that we have done
for a farmer? Are
our farmers better
off? Is the level of
poverty any better
now? - Mataka

”
Nelson Mataka, Head of National Agriculture
Investment Plan (NAIP) speaking during the
Annual Review meeting
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gricultural officers
implementing the second
phase of Agriculture Sector
Wide Approach Project known
as ASWAp-SPII have been
challenged to put the needs
of their respective farming
communities above everything
in their planning.
The Head of National
Agriculture Investment Plan
(NAIP) Nelson Mataka made
the call during Annual Review
meeting for the agriculture
officers working in the Ministry
of Agriculture, Irrigation and
Water Development.
The meeting that took
place in Blantyre in July drew
together officials implementing
the project from the Ministry’s
departments, agricultural
development divisions, and
districts.
“At the end of every year, we
should ask ourselves ‘what is it
that we have done for a farmer?
Are our farmers better off? Is
the level of poverty any better
now?” challenged Mataka.
He reminded participants
that the gathering provided
an opportunity for the
project implementers to
reflect seriously on their past
undertakings and map the
way forward to serve the best
interest of a farmer.
Mataka asked participants
to borrow a leaf from their
counterparts in the region
such as Rwanda. He stated
that he was impressed with
the way this Southern African
country is managing donor
resources to uplift the status of
agriculture among rural farming
communities.
“Our colleagues have adopted
an approach where they put
farmers in the forefront first.
This is because they are able to

A
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allocate resources in areas that
will directly benefit a common
farmer” he said, adding “the
issue worth to take home is
a question of how can you
plan to use these resources
productively?”

Msatilomo said the gathering
would help the project
secretariat to document an
annual report for the 2018
-2019 financial year which
would inform on the strides the

project has
made so far
for the past
year.
The meeting
was attended
by Project
Managers
for Blantyre,
Machinga
and Lilongwe
ADDs. Also
attending the
meeting were
the DADOs,
Desk Officers
and Financial
Officers
ASWAp-SP II Coordinator Henry Msatilomo
from Zomba,
Phalombe, Mulanje, and Thyolo.
Speaking during the same
function was ASWAp-SP II
A similar meeting also took
Coordinator Henry Msatilomo,
place in Mzuzu drawing
who reminded participants that it together officials from Kasungu,
is a requirement from the design
Mzuzu and Karonga ADDs
of the project that such meetings alongside district agricultural
should be conducted to track
staff from Mzimba, Chitipa,
progress on implementation of
Kasungu, Ntchisi, and Mchinji.
various activities.
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ASWAp-SPII DRILLS AGRICULTURAL SCRIBES
IN DOCUMENTING SUCCESS STORIES
By Zodwa Munthali

Dr. Chimbuto with officers from the Agricultural Communication Branch

”

T

he Agriculture sector heavily
relies on communicators in
the dissemination of agricultural
messages and promotion of good
agricultural practices to increase
agricultural productivity. To
improve effective dissemination
of messages, Agriculture Sector
Wide Approach Support Project
(ASWAP- SP II) organized a training
for officers in the Agriculture
Communication Branch (ACB)
under the Department of
Agricultural Extension Services
(DAES) to boost their skills in
documenting success stories.
Speaking at the training, ASWAPSPII Communication Specialist, Dr.
Joseph Chimbuto said the training
aimed to improve the capacity of
ACB staff in documenting success
stories for the agricultural projects
including ASWAP.
“The aim of the training is
threefold, firstly to provide
extensive skills. Secondly, to act
as a refresher course and thirdly,
7

The aim of the
training is threefold,
firstly to provide
extensive skills.
Secondly, to act as
a refresher course
and thirdly, to offer
an opportunity for
the participants to
share experiences in
documenting success
stories for various
agricultural projects
-Dr Chimbuto.

to offer an opportunity for the
participants to share experiences
in documenting success stories for
various agricultural projects,” said
Chimbuto.
He added that ASWAP will
provide more tailor-made trainings
that will be responsive to midterm and long-term needs of the
ACB team.
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One of the participants,
Tuchitechi Haonga, said the
training has helped them to
strengthen and improve their skills
in as far as success and feature
story writing is concerned.
“Our confidence has been
boosted and we are geared to
writing stories that will bring
impact to stakeholders and
farming community. We are
looking forward to having similar
trainings in the near future,” said
Haonga.
ASWAP-SP II is a Multi-donor
Trust Fund (MDTF) Project under
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation
and Water Development, which is
being funded by European Union
(EU), Irish Aid, Norway, United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID) and Flanders.
The project is being implemented
in Lilongwe, Kasungu, Mzimba,
Chitipa, Ntchisi, Mchinji, Ntcheu,
Zomba, Phalombe, Thyolo, Dedza,
and Mulanje.

ASWAP ROAD RESURRECTS BUSINESSES TO
LIFE IN MISUKU HILLS
By Khalani Makunje

L

ocated about 3 kilometers to the
east, off Karonga – Chitipa road
heading to Misuku is Kapokwa trading
center, the social and agro-economic
hub of the areas of Chendo, Misuku,
and Chitipa town. The place provides a
trading platform to small scale farmers,
small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
and consumers from a radius of 30
kilometers (km).
The trading center is very important
in the business and farming life of the
surrounding communities, but since
time immemorial they have always
faced one challenge, ‘transportation’.
This is due to the poor condition of
the roads connecting Kapokwa to
the surrounding areas. The roads
have been bumpy with potholes,
muddy and slippery during the rainy
season. These resulted in unfavorable
traveling conditions coupled with
high transportation costs for both farm
produce and inputs from the farm and
8

the market.
The coming in of roads improvement
program by the Agriculture Sector
Wide Approach Support Project II
(ASWAp – SP II) has brought light and
peace to the people in the area as they
are now able to travel with no huddles
as it used to be in the past.
Sapira Mwogho, a farmer from
Misuku, Sokola village, Traditional
Authority Mwenemisuku testifies to
the development saying life is now
better than before. She is now able
to carry more bananas from her farm
to the market at a lower cost due to
favorable traveling conditions.
“When the road was bad,
transportation charges for me and
my produce was very high. Bananas
used to get spoiled before reaching
the market due to bumpy roads.
This affected my profit. But now I can
make more money following the
improvement of the road”, she said.
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Forward Masewo, a two toner truck
driver operating between Kapokwa
and Misuku, says the road is now good
and passable as compared to the time
before it was improved by ASWAp
project. He says vehicle maintenance
and service costs have reduced, they
can now travel several trips in a day
and that has increased their returns.
“The road is better than before and
our customers, particularly farmers
are also happy. More vehicles are now
on the road. In the past, we used to
change tires and springs more often
but now all these are lasting long”, said
Masewo.
According to Chitipa District
Assembly Director of Public Works,
Elijah Zimba, ASWAp SP II road works
will extend the road improvement
program and will soon be constructing
a low volume seal tarmac road from
Misuku trading center to Chanya
Primary School covering an eight-

kilometer
distance. The
project will also
upgrade the
road to Chendo
from Kapokwe
by putting gravel
a six-kilometer
distance.
This is after
ASWAp project
had upgraded the
road to Misuku
from Kapokwe in
2017 by putting gravel from kapokwe
to Kayange river bridge, a distance of
12km. Spot improvements of concrete
pads were put at most difficult spots
of the road in distance of 3.5km and
a low volume seal tarmac to Misuku
trading center covering a distance of
4.5km.
Concurring with the farmers and
transporters, Zimba said Kapokwe Misuku road is a very strategic road
in the Agriculture sector in Chitipa.
He further revealed that traveling to
Misuku was very difficult before the

”

It took about eight to
twelve hours to travel
from Kapokwe to Misuku
and transportations costs
were very high. But after
the improvements, things
have changed. As you can
see, even small vehicles
are also going to Misuku
and it only takes an hour
to get to Misuku. ASWAp
project has done a great
work here and has helped
the farmers of Misuku.

road was improved.
“It took about eight to twelve hours
to travel from Kapokwe to Misuku
and transportations costs were very
high. But after the improvements,
things have changed. As you can see,
even small vehicles are also going to
Misuku and it only takes an hour to get
to Misuku. ASWAp project has done a
great work here and has helped the
farmers of Misuku.
Misuku is considered to be the food
basket of Chitipa and some parts of
Karonga district. The evergreen hilly
area produces bananas, coffee, beans,
and maize among other farm produce.
ASWAp – SP II continues to reach
out to several farming communities
in Malawi with road rehabilitation,
upgrading and improvement work
in one of its project components
of improving the country’s road
infrastructure in rural areas to improve
Agriculture production and market
accessibility.

AFFORESTATION RENEWING HOPES AMONG MZIMBA FARMERS
nce the renowned as

OAmazon of Malawi, Mzimba

has of late become a victim of
deforestation, for obvious reasons,
human activities such as tobacco
industry and timber making raping
the once greenland into a shadow
of its former self.
Today, the story maybe taking
another turn. The local farming
communities have a reason to
smile. There is a ray of hope now
flashing over their face. Thanks to
ASWAp-SPII.

One of the forests in Timeyo shonga village taking shape
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The project, having briefed that
deforestation is one key obstacle
to agricultural progression in the
district, embarked on a series
of trainings to drill farmers in
afforestation.
Jane Soko, a farmers in Timeyo
Shonga village in Mzimba district,
decided to practice afforestation
after attending one of the trainings
that ASWAp-SPII facilitated.
On practicing afforestation, she
says, “After I learnt the importance
of trees, I realized that we do not
have enough trees in our area
and this prompted me to start
planting trees and taking care of
re-grown trees on a piece of land
amounting to 4 acres. We have
stiff punishment for anyone caught
cutting down trees carelessly in
this field as well as anywhere
around this village. Once caught

you are required to pay a live goat.
This greatly helped us to take care
of our trees because no one is
willing to pay such a price.”
Among the trees in her field
are flowering trees, which have
provided an opportunity to
consider trying bee farming and
now she is in the processing of
implementing this plan. “Once
this plan works, our lives will
improve because we will be able
to support our families with the
money realized from selling honey.
Apart from these trees, we have
also planted fruit trees around our
homes which are also a source
of income for our families.” She
added, stating the income from
this venture will help in buying
farm inputs like fertilizer and
seeds.

Stanly Kambonje, an extension
worker for this area noted that
other villages have also benefited
apart from Timeyo Shonga
village. He added saying that the
project has preceded Timeyo
Shonga, reaching other farmers
who observed the progress from
the Shonga village, a particular
observation noting that nearly
every farmer in the area has trees
around their homes which in turn
protects their homes from heavy
winds as an advantage.
Appreciating ASWAp-SP II
for the implementation of this
project for the benefit of farmers,
encouraging self-reliance. He
encouraged the farmers to
begin work on their nurseries in
preparation for the next planting
season.

PHALOMBE FARMERS EMBRACE
CONSERVATION AGRICULTURE

By Prisca Kachigunda

F

armers in Phalombe district
are adopting Conservation
Agriculture (CA), a climate smart
agriculture technique, to mitigate
the effects of climate change.
The practice has been catalyzed
by Extension staff at Nkhulambe
Extension Planning Area who
have trained farmers on the new
farming technique in the area with
support from ASWAp-SP II.
Jesse Ligomba, a farmer from
Mjojo village, Traditional Authority
Nkhulambe in Phalombe district
speaks of ASWAP-SPII as a lifesaver
to the community.
“Our fields are in the upland
here, before ASWAP-SPII we were
experiencing low yields due to soil

10
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The adoption rate
of agriculture
technologies has been
raised in our village.
Farmers have been able
to expand hectarage
under Conservation
Agriculture and we
are happy that some
farmers have surplus
to take them to the
next growing season
-Manyamba

erosion and dry spells. Seeing the
adverse effects of climate change,
we decided to seek help from
extension workers through our
village head. Through ASWAP-SP II,
our extension workers organized
trainings on conservation

agriculture to help us mitigate the
effects. Now we are enjoying the
benefits of CA,” said Ligomba.
Ligomba is now able to
compare the yield before and
after practicing conservation
agriculture. This year she has
managed to increase yield from
two to twelve bags harvested from
a 0.1 hectare piece of land. She
uses grass and crop residues to
cover her field as they decompose
faster.
Rose Manyamba, one of the
beneficiaries, said Conservation
Agriculture is the way to go. Her
harvest has since increased even
in times of dry spell. She said most
farmers in the village are now
adopting the technique.
“The adoption rate of agriculture
technologies has been raised in

our village. Farmers have been
able to expand hectarage under
Conservation Agriculture and we
are happy that some farmers have
surplus to take them to the next
growing season.” Says Manyamba
Farmers at Mjojo village started
practicing conservation agriculture
in 2015. Immediately after the
training on CA, 28 farmers (26
women and 2 men) in the village
showed interest. Since then, the
number of farmers adopting the
technique has increased greatly.
ASWAP-SPII continues to
support farmers with trainings on
climate smart agriculture. Apart
from conservation agriculture,
farmers in Phalombe have been
trained in integrated farming,
irrigation farming, and agroforestry
management.

ASWAp-SPII on the road to restore
Thyolo’s lost gem
By Daniel Kasondo

A revived banana field in Thyolo
11
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t is often recounted. When a baby cried in Thyolo, the
I
mother used to give it a banana before breastfeeding
it. That’s how the indigenous Thyolo people, proudly but

jokingly, talked big of the abundance of what they valued
most - bananas.
Until the evergreen canopy surrounding homes, turned
yellow, wilted, and then completely dried, then, the
mothers learnt to fish out a breast for a crying baby. The
banana plantains, on which their lives depended on for
their livelihood, for ages, was slowly vanishing and died to
unknown disease then, rendering them destitute.
Arms on her head in disbelief, Rose Juliyo, 56, stood
there looking at her banana garden, which was her source
of livelihood, being ravaged by ‘Banana Bunchy Top’
disease, in vernacular ‘chisaka’. She could not imagine
life without bananas, she saw her life crumbling to dire
poverty.
“I depended on bananas all my life. It was a blow to the
whole community losing them.” Says Juliyo, who has 8
children and keeps some grandchildren.
The only banana vendor left, Maxwell Chipoya, sitting
behind a few bunches at Thyolo boma market, says life is

Volume 2		

not the same as it is tough to get bananas
for his business since the disease attacked
the plantains in the district.
“We get the bananas from
Mozambique through Mulanje.
Sometimes our friends from there bring
them here but it becomes expensive.” He
says, adding “My business was greatly
affected but there’s nothing I can do. Am
struggling.”
But Juliyo and Chipoya, and Malawians
at large, finally, have a reason to smile as
Thyolo has started producing bananas
from the newly grown plantains,
distributed through Agriculture Sector
Wide Approach project. The project which
started distributing banana suckers in
2016, was working with the Agriculture
sector in persuading farmers to uproot
and burn the diseased plants.
With support from ASWAP, there was
an intensified campaign to have the
diseased bananas destroyed before
they were supplied with new and health
suckers.
The resisting farmers, is reported,
didn’t understand how helpful it would
be to destroy the existing crops, because
despite being diseased, the remained
diseased plants, provided them with
a little for their income, Thyolo Crops
Officer, Fredson Banda, told this reporter.
“It wasn’t easy to convince farmers to
uproot but with the help of extension
workers, most of them followed the order.
This exercise even involved the police, at
times.” He says
In some efforts of restoring the
plantains, farmers established
committees to regenerate suckers
through nurseries. Through ASWAp-SPII,
six banana nurseries were set in the
Extension Planning Areas (EPAs) to hasten
multiplication and distribution of the
suckers to interested farmers.
Over 50 families in Chidzinja village,
in Traditional Authority Mphuka, are
banking on the village nursery which has
close to 200 plantains, to get their suckers
for their gardens.
Village Headman Chidzinja says
looking at how the nurseries were doing
there was hope any time soon, every
12

We are proud, slowly we are having our bananas
back. Every interested farmer shall at the end
get suckers from our nurseries. The nurseries are
helping us to multiply the crop fast - GVH Chidzinja
household shall have bananas as before.
He says being a leader, he was at the
forefront working at multiplication and
distribution of suckers, with help of
Agriculture extension workers, to ensure
that the area claims back its lost glory.
”We are proud, slowly we are having
our bananas back. Every interested farmer
shall at the end get suckers from our
nurseries. The nurseries are helping us to
multiply the crop fast.” Says Chidzinja

Richard Thole, ASWAP desk officer
for Thyolo

Richard Thole, ASWAP’s desk officer
for Thyolo, is optimistic of the district
reclaiming its lost glory in banana
production, in the next few months.

Titukuke ndi ASWAp-SP II online Edition

“By end of this year, 2019, Thyolo shall
be back to its status as banana producing
district in the country.” He says, adding,
“Humid chamber nurseries, introduced
and established in the Extension Planning
Areas are helping to spread the suckers
fast to the farmers. We are very sure to
succeed in bringing back banana in
Thyolo soon.”
According to the desk officer, the
propagating skills learnt through the
chamber nurseries will help farmers keep
propagating the suckers for the other
members of the communities in the
future.
“As farmers are able to propagate on
their own using the skills, it would help to
bring back bananas when such diseases
attach their crops again.” Says Thole
He adds with good management,
bananas take only six months from
planting to harvest, and with the current
effort by Agriculture office with support
from ASWAp, there’s hope bananas will
start flooding the Malawi markets by end
of 2019.
As banana traders resume their
business fully by December, Thyolo
mothers shall smile, as babies shall again
stop crying with a sight of a banana.

Customers buying bananas at the marketplace in Thyolo
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GOOD HEALTH – A KEY TO
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY

ome people think that land and
money are the only necessary
factors in agriculture. However,
farmers from Nkhwazi village in
Mchinji have testified the relevance
of good health in agriculture. This has
been the case due to civic education
that ASWAp-SPII has brought to the
area in a bid to identify challenges
that farmers are facing and then find
solutions to the challenges.
In almost all the villages where the
ASWAp-SPII is being implemented,
the issue of good health was
pinpointed as crucial and that people
must look forward to being healthy
to save time and money which is lost
when farmers are constantly ill.
Lucy Felix is a farmer from Nkhwazi
village, Traditional Authority Mapondo
in Mchinji district. She said farmers
in the village led by their village
headman had set up ways to desist
from contracting HIV, to care for those
that have already contracted the
virus, and to uplift good diet and good
health of the people.
“Here we encourage one another to
go for HIV testing for people to know
their statuses. If a person tests positive
we encourage him or her to start
taking ARVs as soon as possible before
immunity is lessened,” said Felix.
“That’s not all, we also encourage one
another to avoid discriminating people
with living with HIV,” she added.
She further said that people who are
on ARVs are reminded about the time
they must take the drugs in a bid to
follow medical instructions. Because
of such measures, a lot of people living
with HIV are openly coming forward to
educate others on the importance of
caring for those living with HIV.
What’s so fascinating is that these
people teach one another prevention
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soon as possible
before immunity is
lessened - Lucy Felix

Lucy Felix elaborating on the
importance of good health in
agriculture

measures against HIV.
“We tell one another not to go
around sleeping with people anyhow,
we need to know our HIV status and
then use protection,” said Felix.
Commenting on the same, Village
headman Nkhwazi said he is
encouraging his people not to be
negative about the measures that have
been put in place to ensure good health.
“As group village headman, I often
remind my people about the risks
of HIV and its effect on agriculture.
We teach one another that for us to
fight against famine and poverty we
need to be healthier. For it is when we
have good health that we can actively
participate in farming activities,” said
group village headman Nkhwanzi.
The village headman emphasized
that they have included in their 2019-
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2021 development plan an outline
for ensuring that every household
has enough food. For instance, he
encourages his people to take three
meals a day with a balanced diet,
to grow energy providing crops like
maize and beans, to keep livestock,
and to grow cash crops to help them
earn money which they can use to buy
other food groups.
Farmers in Nkhwazi village have
chosen to uplift their community
through the promotion of good health
and caring for people living with HIV.
In almost all the areas where ASWApSPII is being implemented, the issue
of good health is being recognized as
critical for agricultural development.
Therefore, ASWAp is taking all the
necessary measures to help farmers
address issues of HIV and AIDS.

ZOMBA FARMERS HAIL PICS BAGS
By Prisca Kachigunda

F

armers in Zomba district
have recommended Purdue
Improved Crop Storage (PICS)
as the best storage facility
for different crops. PICS bags
provide a simple, low-cost
method of reducing postharvest grain infestation. This
is an effective way of storing
grain and seed without using
chemicals to control pests.
One of the farmers from
Koloko village in the district,
George Asikimu said since
he started using PICS bags,
he has been able to maintain
the quantity and quality of his
harvest over a long period.
“PICS bags are different from
other storage bags because
they are made of three layers,
two of which are polyethylene
liners and the third layer made
from woven polypropylene.
The layers are tied and closed
separately, thereby creating
an airtight environment. The
14

unique formation of the bags
does not give room for pests
invasion,” explains George
Asikimu.
Jonasi Yahaya, another
progressive farmer from Koloko
village, commented on PICS
bags.
“We are benefiting a lot
from PICS bags and we are
also able to re-use the bags in
the following year if properly
managed. The time we are
filling the bags, we make sure
they are not damaged since the
damaged ones give chance to
some pests to enter the bag,”
said Yohaya.
He further said PICS bags
enable farmers to store a
variety of legume and cereal
crops like soybean, beans,
pigeon peas, cowpeas, and
maize for more than one year
after harvest.
Yohaya is advising other
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farmers to take advantage of
PICS bags as they are more
effective. He also revealed
that farmers at Koloko buy the
bags using money from Village
Savings and Loans (VSL), which
was established with support
from ASWAP-SP II.
Koloko village is under Group
Village Headman Mbukite,
Traditional Authority Mulumbe,
Chingale Extension Planning
Area (EPA) in Zomba district.
Chingale EPA is one of ASWAPSP II beneficiary EPAs and it has
15 sections, 17, 811 households.
ASWAp-SP II is targeting only
two sections in the EPA. The
project supported the EPA
with training on Participatory
Rural Appraisal (PRA), the
establishment of committees,
demonstration plots, and
lead farmers. The established
committees are playing a vital
role in the adoption of new
farming technologies.
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