

PRESS RELEASE

2026 NATIONAL AGRIFOOD SYSTEMS INVESTMENT SYMPOSIUM

Unlocking Private Sector Investment for Sustainable Agri-Food Systems Transformation in Malawi

Lilongwe, Malawi – 24th September 2026 

The Government of Malawi will host the country’s first National Agrifood Systems Investment Forum on 24 September 2026 at the Bingu International Convention Centre (BICC) in Lilongwe. The forum will bring together government, investors, financial institutions, businesses, development partners and other stakeholders to identify investment opportunities and mobilize resources for Malawi’s agri-food systems transformation.


The Government of Malawi, through the Ministry of Agriculture and National Planning Commission, is organizing the forum in collaboration with investment and export promotion agencies, private sector associations, development partners, research institutions and financial sector stakeholders.


The forum will be held under the theme “Unlocking Private Sector Investment for Sustainable Agri-Food Systems Transformation in Malawi.” 

A strategic platform for investment and growth 

The theme recognizes the critical role of private-sector investment in agricultural modernization, commercialization and sustainable agri-food systems transformation. Investment in critical sectors such as commercial agriculture, agro-processing, and digital technologies, can contribute to increased productivity, value addition, job creation, export growth and economic resilience.

Agriculture remains the backbone of Malawi's economy, supporting the livelihoods of more than 70 percent of its population and contributing significantly to food security, exports, industrial development and livelihoods. However, the sector continues to face challenges including low productivity, limited mechanization, inadequate access to finance, climate-related shocks, pests and diseases, post-harvest losses, weak market linkages and insufficient private-sector investment.

Showcasing opportunities and connecting investors 

The forum will create a platform to showcase bankable agricultural investment opportunities and facilitate dialogue among investors, government, financial institutions and other stakeholders. Key areas will include commercial agriculture, livestock, irrigation and climate-smart agriculture, and mechanization. Discussions will also cover research and innovation, digital agriculture, seed and input systems, agro-processing and value addition. Other areas will include logistics and storage, agricultural finance and insurance, and youth- and women-led agribusinesses.  






Strengthening the enabling environment 

Food systems governance will also be featured. Sustainable transformation requires policy coherence, institutional coordination, accountability and collaboration across agriculture, trade, nutrition, health, environment and industrial development. The discussions will also consider how strong governance will help ensure that investments contribute to food security, nutritious and healthy diets, environmental sustainability, resilient livelihoods and inclusive economic growth.

The forum will focus on the state of agricultural investment in Malawi, investment opportunities across agri-food value chains, and financing and credit solutions for growth. It will also feature investor success stories, investment showcases, technology and innovation exhibitions, matchmaking opportunities and high-level investment commitments and signing ceremonies.

From dialogue to investment action. 

The forum will seek to identify reforms needed to improve the investment environment and support an action plan for private-sector-led agri-food systems transformation. 


The Government of Malawi invites stakeholders to participate in the forum and contribute to efforts to increase investment in agriculture, create jobs, expand value addition, strengthen resilience and position Malawi as an attractive destination for agricultural investment.  





Roza Fatch Mbilizi
Convenor of Food Systems
Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation and Water Development, MP




        PRESS RELEASE     2026 NATIONAL AGRIFOOD SYSTEMS INVESTMENT SYMPOSIUM     Unlocking Private Sector Investment for Sustainable Agri - Food Systems  Transformation in Malawi     Lilongwe, Malawi  –   24 th   September 2026      The Government of Malawi will host the country’s first National Agrifood Systems Investment  Forum on 24 September 2026 at the Bingu International Convention Centre (BICC) in  Lilongwe. The forum will bring together government, investors, financial instituti ons,  businesses, development partners and other stakeholders to identify investment opportunities  and mobilize resources for Malawi’s agri - food systems transformation.       The Government of Malawi, through the Ministry of Agriculture and National Planning  Commission, is organizing the forum in collaboration with investment and export promotion  agencies, private sector associations, development partners, research institutions   and  financial sector stakeholders.       The forum will be held under the theme “Unlocking Private Sector Investment for Sustainable  Agri - Food Systems Transformation in Malawi.”      A strategic platform for investment and growth       The theme recognizes the critical role of private - sector investment in agricultural  modernization, commercialization and sustainable agri - food systems transformation.  Investment in critical sectors such as commercial agriculture, agro - processing, and digit al  technologies, can contribute to increased productivity, value addition, job creation, export  growth and economic resilience.     Agriculture remains the backbone of Malawi's economy, supporting the livelihoods of more  than 70 percent of its population and contributing significantly to food security, exports,  industrial development and livelihoods. However, the sector continues to fa ce challenges  including low productivity, limited mechanization, inadequate access to finance, climate - related shocks, pests and diseases, post - harvest losses, weak market linkages and  insufficient private - sector investment.     Showcasing opportunities and connecting investors       The forum will create a platform to showcase bankable agricultural investment opportunities  and facilitate dialogue among investors, government, financial institutions and other  stakeholders. Key areas will include commercial agriculture, livestock, irriga tion and climate - smart agriculture, and mechanization. Discussions will also cover research and innovation,  digital agriculture, seed and input systems, agro - processing and value addition. Other areas  will include logistics and storage, agricultural financ e and insurance, and youth -   and women - led agribusinesses.                

